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But we sre not the first who have made
this t. Other peoples and na
fions, for thousands of years, have had

commonwealths, republios and democra-
oles, which have risen and fallen times
almost without number. T but ansert &
great trath, one which finds no contradio.
tion or exception in all history, when I
say that the fm leadivg and substan.
tial causos of the decsy of freedom in all
countries, bave ever the same.—
How inexcusable must we be if we fail
to discover the symploms, and how cow-
ardly avd reercant if we fall to apply the
roper remedy to prevent so foul
wath !
No people ever commenced to bufld
up & free government under such favor-
.Lle auspioes o8 we. What a climate.
sall, variety of prodoctions and material
resources do we possess; and what an an-
ceslry and what & common struggle for
liberty did our fsthers pnss through!'—
Did sny peopls ever before commence
with mncﬂm advantages! Rome om-
menced as a small ocity, and was de
wpised :{ the barbarians around it.  She
cxtendod her power by her arms, and in.
creaséd till at last she hecame misiress
of the world,  'Wecommenced with such
& peaple, country and productions as no
peuple ever had bofore, and we had few-
er disantions and elementagf discend
than any peoplé ever puffered from; and
Providence, as if to separnto us from the
ol and corrupting influpnces of the
(ld World, spread out this great eonti-
nent before us, with the wile sis to sop-
arsle us from thom with po influenos of
monarchy and oppressive systoms lo
threaten or maka war upon us. If we
fuil, It will bo Ly our own folly. What
exouse oan we ronder to our posterity
sanil to the world, if we, In this day, wit
the leasons of bistory before us, allow
free Institutions to perish on this conti.
pent!  And our moe will have been the
soovest run.  We bave not yet lived n
century. Tt Is but seventy-elght years
sincs the Constitution was formed, an
but ninety-one years since independence
was declared by our fathers, while the
commonwealth of Rowe lived four hun-
dred years before the messures which
wodyced hor decsy wem proposed..-
Vhat s spectacle] The best people, the
richest scilly the most yalusble produc-
tions, estab l!llld! ns ifby the Providence
of God s » new ersln the history of the
world, and bidHing fair to be the short-
estlived of any 'te0 govermment in the
history of pations '

There is so dificu ity whatever, and 1
ansirt, {6 without fear of contradistion, in
discoverimg whon nnd bow a nation is
dying. 1 cannot now go into an analy-
sin of all the symptows of natiooal decay
and death. It Is only jmpartant to pre-
went the leading one whioh controls all
others, which existing, produces all oth-
ers, and ‘which being remediod, ctires all
others, Then bear it: The great symp-
tom of the dopsy and death of & govern-
wuent ls the disregardsof the fundemental
law of that government, Whenever &
prople come to treat lightly thelr own
fundamental luw, thoy have amived at
the most dangerous polnt that is possi-
ble, short of entire destruction, Repub-
lies, above all other kinda of goversment
are main by respect for law. If
the peaple of the United States fall to
lhave a wacred for thelr awn law,
which I wot Hke that of other nations, to
b nscertained by Tmt, by decisions
or by searching, bot Is s plain and wise-
Iy written Canstitution, they will'de-
Nerve mh:mt?n {.‘T:iillthum;
and he w tw p
has o excuse to shield himaelf from :g:
infamy of o teaitor! (Appll::ta.) ;:l:
o it s, trampléd” upon, torn s
ed as It Is, my. thome to-day ls the Con-
stitution of our country and for all our
eountry. (Applanse)) T chibrge before
Heaven asd, the American '
duy, that ,pvﬂ.tg W, we have
nm.m.aﬂ attribufable directly to

Constitotion.-—

£

d | that time has veri

- | which we have

onsly for four years. It originated sim-
pi,fll diffsrenes of opinion as to our
rights under the Constitution. This
difference existed from the first. It ex-
istod among the framers of the Constitu-
tion, It could not be settled by
went, snd an appesl waz wade to the
sword. It was an cpen, manly fight.—
There was nothing secret or ambiguous
in the isme. It was waged by men in-
fluenced In the masses by patriotio emo-
tions on both sides; and it was not to de-
stroy the Constitution, but to nssert on
each side their different views. On our
wide It wes asserted that the States were
separate and independent sovercignties
and that the Constitution waa s compact
which each party was st liberly to dis-
solve at wil), and so we secedod mil de-
clared ourselves out of the Union. On
the other band, it was contended that
we wore not out of the Union, notwith.
standing our secession acts, and that the
Constitution was not s pompact, bat a
binding Iaw upon the Slates resulting
from s compaot, and therefore no one of
the numbaer could digsoive the conveotion
st will. Upon this iwsue we went to
war. The war was fought till we laid
down our arme and ngreed to what our
envinjes. sald, that we were in the
Unlon,

But there is now anvthier question to
seftle. [tis still within the range of sr-
gument, lt:gmpwﬁmn are huge. "Lhe
Isques are dlartling, It is not u differ
enve of opinion as to what the Conatltu-
tion means, and what are our rights un-
dor lt; but Its object Is plalnly, unmis-
takably, to set malde the Constitution
snd provide something olse. I have
never doubted that we were coming to
thisissue. In spoechos made by we five
six, elght, and ten years ago, I predicted
this, and every of vur history sines
the ocorrectuess of
the prediction. The peaple of the North
honestly love the Constitution, but the
leaders there hate it und intend to de-
stray it, and the gonvulsion through
assed has throws t
opportunity of making the effort into their
hands and the present military bille and
the one which is not yet promulgated as
liw, are the means adopted to acoom-
plish their design. These bills are pro-
poaod for our sccoptance. Thereis a re-
markshle feature in these measures, thag
while force is employed to sxoute them
they are yet nominally submitted to us
for our acceptance or rejoction.

I object to the whole scheme, becsuso
it I« wooonstitutional. A distinguisbed
man, psrdon me, I cught to say & noto-
rious individual, said to me » fow days
ago, that T onght not to waste time to
prove ihe unconstitutionslily of these
moasures, a thing which every man, wo-
man and child In the country knew, and
yet ho was for sccepting! He spoke
trughfully. That tettering, gray-haired
candidate in Ivanis for perpetusi
mfumy, who Is building for hinwselfs mon-
ument of malignity that will overtap the

ramids of Egypt, sald the Constitu-
fon had nothing to do with It. 1 shall
never get done shuddering, and horrors
will never cease to riss up in my wmind,
when 1 ses men taking an oath to sup.
rarl the Constitution, and then legisiat-
nﬁ o pul In force messures which are
outside of . A great miany of our own
mh ly my the Dovstitution in

_ nd’w' rights and hopes for
the futdre, ard all bope for your ohildren
ure dead. 1 ask every man, if the Con.
stitation Is dead, why are we always, ev-
ery day, and al &viry now step, required
to iake un osth to ettt

Now, I affiirm that these military bills
are not ouly con to the Constita.
tion, but directly in the face of the am-

ter the surrender he

nesty oath you weee {0 take of- | p

took that outh was it the Union of the
Northern States alooe that you swore 1o
support! What bosiness have you with
that Union? No, it is the Unfon of all
tho States known to the Constitution that
you have sworn to suppart.

But I will dwell no more on this sub-

t. Confiseation is the law of engmies

war, and in peace it is the law of the

- | robber. 17 they have thowill to rob you,
+| you will never escape by

sulinitting to
their power. If you submit, i

the law and substitute the will of the
robber, he boldly svows that it s :i!:

and 8o Lo |
the rule of the

party

s o I oot ey wil put

pul
lhi:mmmdymnnh‘r udulz:u
brothers. (Applause.) You oan e
& friend ﬂ{{ibl davj:.:lrpm Ihunj lun:;
terms.  (Langhter applause), an
thers lnibul litthe differvnce Letween
them. {Greatapplanse) If yon please
the one you will go to the other, and 1

am not sure but you will get what you
deserve, but I objeat to your taking the

him | purpose, not to give the black man
dgbh,buttob% about such measures

s as to pIerpuua!o

« | country with you, (Tmmense ause. )
o th But, O! It is sad to ses the .Sglhﬂiiuv

tion trampled upon sund dmmuntr;ddu-
troyed, only to perpetuste their bhellish
dynasty; and then to see some of our
own peaple jola fn this unboly work,call-
ing upon us to submit and me the
t8 of our own dishonor! This Iy
sad, sorrowful, and fills me with shame!
T'heso Lills propose at every siep to
abrogatethe Constitution—trample up-
on the State and its laws—to blot out
every hope—to perjure fevery man who
ts them, with every principle of
justios, and safety dlurufmicd, trampled
upoe, and despised—all to perpetuate
the power of their wicked nuthors.
Can this soheme suoped? WILIE soo-
eoedf That n the question. T fuel
truly thankful in my heart that 1 have
an answer which Jifts my sonl amidst
all gloom and apprehension of the hour.
Somes of you may not appreciate it, but
to me it Iy the only oasin it the desert:
This soheme will never, never aucceed,
and I proclaim its ultimate failure to-

day in your hearing. [Unbounded ap-
plause.] I know that sowe think it
will,  The nir Is full of the words of

thost who procism that (here s no
power to prevest it Men Nave befora
this been weak and foolish,and  cowards
and traitors bave before believed as you
talk now, but I bave n reason for the
faith that is in me, which is absolutely
sublime in the strengthof its foundation,

Ist. Ttwill fall boosuse it ks not  poss
sible to perpetuste & government of force
undir the formw of & democracy. It
miny take some tiwe to comprehond this
thought,but you will not forgel it. That
which is now proposed is foree. It s
proposed by men who do not live o this
State,and whose agents do not live here;
and it fs sought to be accemplished by
milltars power, but under the prelense
of your samolion—not to please your-
polves, but them, There is nol an in-
stance in history where 8 govemment of
force has been ted under the
form of free institutions. It'ls an im.
possibility and can never suoceed. (Ap-
plause.)

od. But it is sought to be acoomplish-
od by deceit and frand, which cannot
much longer cscope detection, The
masses of the people of the North love
the Constitution and fought for it and
the Unlon, but the leaders did not figin
for it, and do not love it; and they now
geek to destroy it under protensen that
we must give some further gusrantee for
our future good behavior than mercly
supporting the Canstitubon. As soon
uplr; means by which their deoeit and
fraud have been covered up are remaved,
the seheme will be orushed to desth by
the people. It Iz & double-shaped mon-
ater; Hke the sentingl al Hell-gate, whicli
can live nowhers exeept in u politioal
pandemonium,

And what must be the results! I do
not sny we will come ont of all this with
frea institutions preserved, bat this
sobeme oan mever suosend. A
lnm over the whole country and over sil
the peopls, guilty and inuooent alike,
may ensue,  You'll but you wmay
bring ruls wpon all.  ‘Whenover you
pull down the temple of liberty, you
also will be crushed by the fall. You
cononot Jevel or lower ue and slevats
yourselves, ‘We wust eithor all rise or
all go down to gether. Despotism may

. | that condemped Ham

and mom-voting citizens. Bho had a
landed aristocracy embracing compars-
tively few of her psople.

Anagrarinn law was proposed and
for n time was immensely popular, but
it falled snd its first nothor was slain,
His brother renewed the law aod em-
larged It by ing suffrage 1o the
alaves and fmminm’;mo? :%I.II equal political
righta, 1t was said “there could be no
freedom  without equaility.” But the
brother also perfshed. Then a groat
general beosme the Teader of the Radl-
cals of thatday, andbe bad more fame
and merit and ability and honesty than
all the Radical party of this day eom-
bined, but be also failed, And why did
they all fail! Because they were at-
templing o engraft 4 government of
force and robbery upon republican forms
~—attempting the absurd task of making
equal things which God had made nie-
qual---attempiing equality by taking
that which industrions sod frugal men
had made and giving it to thriltless vig-
whonds, and by depositing in the keeping
"ol ignoranoe and vice,powers and trusle
whioh Intelligence alone can know how
to sxerciss and preserve.

But hy the struggle Republican Rome
poristipd and pever kuow lberly agaim.
Nor was thiy all; ber history from the
buglnning of the Agrarian sttempt was
onw of blood, and faction, and waste,and
ruln, untll the goul of Emplire was reach-
ed. In the soolsl audcivil wars whioh
marked the stru'fgh-, more than seven
hunsdred thousand of her best oftizens
wore sinin, nud, besides these, whole pop-
ulous territories wers exterminated,

It may be that we of the United States
haye boen so crazy in leaving the oon-
stitutlon—~the only avh of safoty——ilint
our Hosvenly Father bas doowed us to
perish, but I am gratified with a hope
that itis mot po.  If wol, there is but one
method for our rescus, and that Is by a

rompt regtoration of the constitution.

il it come? Will we escape an
ngrarisn war, with resulting despotism,
nod save our institutions for our ohil-
dren? I hopewe sball; 1 belleve we
shall. Though & great effort is belng
made-—3 designed effort-—to destroy us
a2 Rome was destroyed, I believe the
effort will fall; I bave great fith in
the Anglo-Saxon blood, 1 derive great
encouragement from Anglo-Saxon his-
tory. Our liberty was not born in & day.
It isnot the work of one gencration. It
is the fruit of a hundred mﬂ;glu, and
its guaranties have been perfecting for
cight hundred years. Many have been
the effurts to destroy it. Often the En-
glish Conatitution was trampled on, OF-
ten traitars sought 1o substitute arbitm-
ry will for well-established law, snd of
ten have the people fora time besn mis-

‘ludgul who decided that his will was the
aw, aud all who resisted that will and

had Hived n that dsy you would have
sald, “the Constitution is dead und we
must oonsent to what wo cannot resist.”
But Jobm @ wonld not consent.
He resisted. He was tried as s oriminal
for resisting and was condemned. Hut
what was the sequel! The people final-
ly asserted their power, Charles and his
widlsters perished. The very judges

ware thom-

K| and bad to pay nearly & wmill-
ion li-nilln for umw:th Provesses
of & vold, nnconstitutional law! For a
time traitars held the power and trampled
on but v onms, and per-
petus C h

Bo Uromwell and his Parlisment vie-
inted the constitution, and they
aleo flourished for & eedsom, o0

wire overthrown. 8o James 1L

pled on the constitution, and hwlto fly
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destroy y trial by
Jury, abrogate State Governments; defile
your own race, and flippantly say the
Constitution 1a dead! , om, with your
work of ruin, ye hell-borm rioters in sa-
u;n&tht;gs! hlill l'litll:ﬂn?lﬂ' for all theso
¢ o o will eall you to Judg-
mh? {Fr?l’ong«l applause), :\lﬁ'
what an issue you have made for your-
selven, Sococed, and you dealroy the
Constitution! Fail, and you have cov.
ered the land with monming. Buocend,
and you bring ruin on yourselves and
all the country! Fall, and you brlnf in-
fumy upon yourselves and all you delu-
dod followers!  Suoceed,and you are the
prejured ansassing of lberty, Fall and
yon ure defeated, desplesd traitors forey-
vr.  Ye who aspire 10 be Radical Gov-
ernors and judges in Georgls, 1 paint
lefore you this day your destiny. (Un-
bounded applanse,) You are but cow-
ards and knaves, and the time wiil come
when youwill call upon the rooks and
mouniaios to fall on you and the durk-
oiss o hide you from an outraged peo-
e, (Applatse,

But they say that oath was presuribed
iy the President, and thst he ianot loyal,
Then 1 must answer a fool acoording to
his folly, aad a traitor sccording to his
treason. What do w
passnd thess hilts—thin militery Jugger-
naul! They require overy ‘man who
registers his name to vote, to swear to
support the Coostitution, and counsel
and persunde others to do so—and stll]
it is #aid the Constitution has nothing to
do with it! Thoy ssy the scheme in
outside of the Constitution, and yot In
the procass of earrying it oud, they m-

nire an osth to sapport the Constity-
tlon and persunde and counsed others 1o
do s, T'hat is more than Mr Johnson
aver yequired in the oath which he pre.
soribed,

It is my buslness to support the Con-
stitation, and my duty and pleasure to
pursuads others to do no. Some of you
who favor the acceptance of the milita-
ry bills take ao onth to that effect, and
still Intend to vote for & convention
which you admit to be ordered contra
to the Constitution! How s thisl li’f
you bave a consclence, 1 have said
enough. I you vote for the Convention,
you are perjured! O T pity the rmoe of
colored people who bave nuver been
taught what an oath is, « nor what the
Conutitution meant. They are driwa
up by a selfish conclave of traitors to ln.
llnt a death-blow upon the life of the
Republic by swearing them to a false-
bood! ‘They are to bagin their polltical
life by perjury to accomplish tresson!
I would not visit the ty upon thein,
‘They are noither legally nor  morliy
responsible, but [t is you—educated, de-
signing white men—who thus devote
yourself to the unholy work—who are

ledd. But thun far they have always|the guilty parties!
waked upand ealled the traitors and fre- | your loyalty! 1 look you jn the eye and
tionista to mecount. Charles I. team- | denounce you! You sre morally and le-
pled on the Constitution, He had | gally perjured traitors! You perjure your-

defended the Coustitution were puaish- | You may boast of it now, while passion
. | Inked andisloyal. And it did seem ax if | Is rife, but the time will come when the
his powsr was irresistible. No doubt | very thought will wither your woul and
If you wesk-kneed Radicals of the South | make you hide from the face of mankind.

| billa violnts the Constitution, and fhst

You prate aboui

selves and perjure the poor negro 10‘
belp your treason! Yon can't escape (t!

1 shall dlsuhll‘lg'e the obligation of the
amnesty oath. It required me o =up-
part the Constitution and the emancipa-
thon of the negro, and I do. T will not
bind my soul to & vew slavery, to hell,
by violating it. 1 talk plainly, but 1
simply want (o break through the enerus-
tation of the hardening eonscience, and
mm feol and realize their true =it-

1 have proved that these wmilitary

you, in carrylng them out, vialate it and
your amnesty onth mnd your w
onth, And whit Is your p
must be a great 00 keok Lo indnoe
you £0 commit s | orime and folly,
Somotiwes wen wink st what h'::i
‘wrong ln thelnd]
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bite, or auy other class of our people,
but to muit themselves, while they are
Mlﬁcﬁld:z'lli and il you sct v
their proposition, In u mauner to «
yoursalves, van will not be

franchise your own people,  Suppose we
concede, for argunment, that it s right

« |10 enfranchise all the negroes; If this be
« | right, by what principles of law or mor-
{ | als do we disfranchise the white peoplet

40, but” you say, “the whites have been
rebals.” Then thoy should all be dis
franohised, and not & part of them, Be
alides, the govornment you are to frame
is to be & civil govemment, and last for
all time, and for peacs, when there can
heno rebels. I see It stated that Gene.
ral Bickles bas advised that the disfran.
chising feature ba vepealed or modified,
and for the reason that the enfranchised
class are not fit to fill the offices.  Well,
if he bax done so, he hus acted wisaly,
and ks shown himself eapable of appre.
cinting one truth.  And it is agreat trath
—ono that will hide & muliitude of sins
and it might be well fur bin fanie i this
reoommendation alone conld bs renpen-
hered gl his adininistration.  In the fuce
of the facl thit & republican government
can rest upon and be perpetunted only
by the virtue and inl.r.llgnm--- of the peo-
ple, you propese to exelude the most ln-
telligont from participating in the Gaoy-
ernment forever,

You will by these measuros naugy-
rate n wor of races, ' A poople who_will
abrogate their own government sud (is-
franchizo the wost intelligent of them at
the diotation of those whoare not 1o I
affocted thereby, and lve under the dic
tation of a forvign power, have no  con-

bo | solemcsy bt if fuu haye a conselence. |

hope to reach If, By all you bold dear
Ywurn you that by aceepting these mill
tary bills you fnaugurate a mensure that
will exterminate the Africanrace.  Bome
of you that have come among us mre tak-
ing the negro by the arm—iolllng him
that you are his friend, and that yop
gave him hils lberty! Yo hypoorites! Ye
whited sepmlchors!!’ Ye mean I your
henrts to deceive and bay up the pegro
vote for your own bepofit.  (Applause.)
The negroes know no better, . Byt 1
would ssk them: If these wen are faith-
liema (o the Constitution of the country,
how oan they be fuithful 1o yoo! Y
thess men admit in the very net that
they are disreganding the Constitntion!
They take an onth to support it with the
purpose sndl Intent formod before hand
to violate it, and vole for menstres con
trary to lt!  They are not fit fo be trst-
ed by any animal, dog or man!  (Ap.
plause.) Such a wan would betray his
pointer, and such 8 wotan sell her poo-
dis! They are not capable of being the
friends of anybody but themsclves, |
dun'e pity the whites so much who are
to suffer by theso mensores.  “You khew
your duty and did it nol,” and if you sre
benten with wany piripes we baye the
suthority of scripture for saying that
your punishment is just; but to sed the
Africans led off by » clap-trap which
they don't understand, and beoaupe
they don’t understand it, sod thus jed 1o
slaughter hy men who are faithless 10
every princlple—under the bellef that
they nre being clevated and exeridying
God-given rights, T8 énough tomake sny
man feel siok at beart, and experience
the deepest pity for the unfortunate race.

T'his s not the Grst time that such
things have been allempted.  Unfortu-
nataly, thers hnve been bafore both fuuls
and knavesln the world, and some of you
it would seom, will not Jearn wisdowm
trom the lessons of the pust, 1 the Can-
stitation is dead, we are outside of if,
and, prey, what government have we!
We have nothing in that case, bui the
will of s unlawfil conelave, #nd don't
you know this meansonly anarchy and
then despotism and tyranny!  What i
ducement is held out to you o accept
their propositions? You say it iz to got
back intothe Union' and for this vou
are willlng to subuniit to disfranellsiment
and the inaugnration of a policy thay
tends to s war of raees! all W get back
into the Uslon—just where you are al.
readly, and alwiys were!

““Bllﬂb you want fo pot back Inte
that sorl of & Union for? I wou are not
pow in it, what cam you expeat by pet-
ting intosuch as they present 10 you!
You say it Is to get ropresontation in the
Union! Is not tucky in the Union?
1Tas ghe'any representation? "Fhe (ele.

inforuiw us ' that s reselution ' has
introduced into the so-valled - {log.

he
Fociness of sach uotion: Bt wht do you

by upon the

own -uhnl‘

and
oathe! I4 it to nn’l‘:ﬂhh and pres
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